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FACULTY SENATE OFFICE 
  
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
May 7, 2015 
 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR 2015-2016 FACULTY SENATE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE VACANCIES 
 (listed alphabetically; see statements below) 
 
 
 
2-YEAR TERM (vote for one): 
 
Michael Rice, Professor, Fisheries, Animal & Veterinary Science, College of the Environment  
   and Life Sciences  
 
George Tsiatas, Professor and Chair, Civil and Environmental Engineering, College of  
  Engineering  
 
 
1-YEAR TERM (vote for one): 
 
Brian T. Gallagher, Associate Professor Librarian, Head of Access Services, University Libraries 
 
Kyle Kusz, Associate Professor, Kinesiology, College of Human Science and Services 
 
 
******** 
2015-2016 OFFICERS AND RETURNING MEMBERS  
OF THE FACULTY SENATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
SENATE CHAIR: 
Joëlle Rollo-Koster, Professor of Medieval History, College of Arts and Sciences 
 
SENATE VICE CHAIR: 
Linda Welters, Professor, Dept. of Textiles, Fashion Merchandising and Design, College of Human Science and 
Services 
 
CONTINUING MEMBERS (2nd year of two year term): 
Damon Rarick, Associate Professor, Dept. of Languages, College of Arts and Sciences 
W. Michael Sullivan, Professor, Dept. of Plant Sciences and Entomology, College of Environment and Life Sciences 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael Cerbo 
Kathleen Davis 
Cathy English 
Bahram Nassersharif 
   
 
 
   
Michael Rice, Professor, Fisheries, Animal & Veterinary Science,  
College of the Environment and Life Sciences  
 
 
I seek your vote in the election for membership on our URI 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee.  I am deeply committed 
to the principles of shared governance of the University as set 
forth in the Rhode Island State statute and in Article 2 of our 
Senate Constitution.   I am deeply committed to the principles 
of the due process provisions in the University Manual, and 
view them as the primary means by which our duty and 
responsibility to "formulate policy concerning teaching and 
research, study, exercise, discipline and government with the 
concurrence of the President" is carried out in the best interests 
of all.  I have now served as a member of the URI faculty for 28 
years and throughout my tenure at the University I have served 
on several senate and presidential committees, thus I would 
bring these varied experiences to the 2015-16 Senate Executive 
Committee.  I'm eager to earn your trust, and I would greatly 
enjoy privilege and opportunity of serving you and the rest of the University community the 
upcoming academic year.      
 
 
George Tsiatas, Professor and Chair, 
Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering 
I joined the Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Department at URI about 27 
years ago after teaching for four years at 
Washington State University, another land 
grant Institution.  During my tenure at URI I 
have taught courses at all levels and advised 
students from their first semester at 
University College to the completion of their 
doctoral degree.  I have been a member of 
numerous committees at the Department, 
College and University levels such as 
Graduate Director, member of the Graduate 
Council, member of search committees for 
staff, faculty, and administrators.  I have also 
held leadership positions at various 
organizations such as President of the Providence Section of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers and Chair of several national technical committees.   
I was fortunate to join the Faculty Senate last year and I have thoroughly enjoyed the discussions.  
I am a strong proponent of shared governance and believe that the Faculty Senate plays a critical 
role in this regard. In a few months I will be completing a third and final term as Department Chair 
and will be going back to my regular faculty member duties.  I will also have more time to devote 
to faculty senate activities and if elected in the Executive Committee I will do my best to promote 
faculty interests and work towards a stronger senate and university.   
 
 
   
 
 
Brian T. Gallagher, Associate Professor Librarian,  
Head of Access Services, University Libraries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Head of Access Services at the Robert L. Carothers Library, I strive to improve the library 
services our University Community relies upon: Circulation and Interlibrary Loan and Reserves.  I 
also have served on and chaired consortial committees and state library committees and regional 
library committees and national library committees to insure that the University of Rhode Island's 
interests are always where they should be in this changing library landscape:  in the forefront.  
 
As a librarian at the University of Rhode Island, I publish articles and present at conferences and 
serve on committees so that my library colleagues and the academic institutions they represent 
are always aware that the University of Rhode Island is a very important and guiding point on that 
changing library landscape.  As a member of the faculty at the University of Rhode Island since 
August 2007, I am always ready to step up and serve the interests and needs of the University.  I 
served on the Graduate Council Committee from 2008 through 2013.  From 2013 to present, I have 
served as a member of the Faculty Senate.  Today, I am asking for your vote to serve on the Faculty 
Senate Executive Committee.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Kyle Kusz, Associate Professor, Kinesiology,  
College of Human Science and Services 
 
  
Currently, I am an Associate Professor in the Department of Kinesiology.  I’ve worked at URI since 
2003.   
 
As a scholar trained in a field—cultural studies—located at the intersection of the humanities and 
social sciences, but working in a department where most of my colleagues are exercise scientists, I 
have an unique perspective on the relative value given to scientific, social scientific, and 
humanities work at URI.  As a member of the Executive Committee I would offer a keen eye 
toward promoting/maintaining equity amongst these fields in terms of the allocation of 
institutional resources, visibility, and prestige.   
 
Additionally, I am a founding member of the Equity Council, served as the Chair of the College of 
HSS Diversity Committee for several years, and have made a concerted effort to be actively 
involved in diversity, equity, and social justice work at various levels at URI over the past 6 years.  
So, I would also bring this concern about promoting diversity, equity, and community at URI to 
work on the Executive Committee.   
 
Finally, as someone who tries to keep up with literature on the ways that the increasing 
corporatization of American universities can complicate, if not compromise, processes of shared 
governance, if elected to the Executive Committee I would also advocate for 
promoting/maintaining robust processes of shared governance at URI.  
 
With issues like these on the horizon—implementing the new general education curriculum, 
addressing performance based funding through shared governance, administering the creation of 
the Health Collaborative, and institutionalizing the arming of campus police—among many others, 
it will be an important time to be a member of the Executive Committee and I would like to play a 
part.   
 
